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Introduction

Centre of English Studies: 
Who are we? 
CES (Centre of English Studies) was established 
in 1979, and over the last 38 years has won an 
international reputation as one of the leading 
English language schools in the United Kingdom 
and Ireland. CES offers year-round language 
courses for both adults and juniors, and summer 
language courses for young learners. In 2016, 
students from more than 85 countries from around 
the world chose to study with CES.

CES is recognised as a full member of IALC (International Association of Language 
Centres). CES Leeds is accredited by EAQUALS (European Association of Quality 
Language Centres), Accreditation UK (The British Council’s quality assurance scheme) 
and the Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI). CES Leeds is also an official IELTS test 
centre.

What is CELTA? 
The Certificate in Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other Languages (CELTA) is 
the most widely recognised qualification 
in EFL teaching. The award is validated 
by the University of Cambridge Local 
Examinations Syndicate (UCLES) who set 
the guidelines and criteria for centres 
running these courses.

The course takes place over a minimum 
of 120 hours and can be studied full-time 
over 4 weeks or in an online blended 
learning format over 16 weeks.

Why choose CES? 
In December 2016, CES purchased Action 
English Language Training Ltd, the highly-
renowned, Leeds-based, CELTA training 
centre. Keeping key Action English 
academic staff, CES Leeds has run CELTA 
courses at its main school at 9 Park Place 
since January 2017, ensuring continuity 
and high professional standards.

“I was told the course would 
be demanding - and it was - 

but it was also one of the most 
rewarding experiences of my life. 

Really worth it. ” 
Jo – April 2017

Please see www.ces-schools.com/celta-leeds  
for further information.
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Our Team

Aidan Curley
Director of Studies and 
CELTA Manager

Aidan has been teaching 
and managing in the EFL 
industry for over a decade. 
He has worked in the public 
education sector in Thailand, 
and at private institutions in 
India, Italy and the UK. He 
loves teaching English and 
has taught students of all 
ages from 5 to 79 years old! 
He holds a DELTA (Diploma 
in Teaching English to 
Speaker of Other Languages) 
from Cambridge University 
and has a Masters of Arts 
in EFL from Leeds Beckett 
University. Aidan ran CELTA 
courses at Action English 
and joined CES Leeds 
in January 2017. Aidan 
spends a lot of his free time 
running on the hills and 
fells of Yorkshire, and enjoys 
cooking and eating Thai 
and Italian food, travelling to 
exotic places, and generally 
enjoying life.

Rosa Dunton
CELTA Teacher Trainer

Rosa has been teaching and 
training for over 30 years. 
She originally trained as an 
EFL teacher at International 
House London where she 
was employed for several 
years before moving to 
Barcelona where she settled. 
She worked there first as an 
EFL teacher and Cambridge 
examiner, and later, from 
1990, as a teacher trainer 
on the Cambridge CELTA 
preservice courses.

Rosa returned to the UK in 
2013. She too worked as 
a CELTA trainer at Action 
English and has taught at 
CES since January 2017.

In her free time, Rosa is a 
keen gardener, a crossword 
fiend and knitter, all of which 
provide a balance to a busy 
life in the classroom.

Nicky Salmon
CELTA Teacher Trainer

Nicky has been teaching 
since 1982 and whilst this 
has mainly been in Further 
Education, she also taught 
for a few years in secondary 
schools. A teacher trainer 
since 1994, with both 
Trinity College London 
and Cambridge on their 
pre service courses, Nicky 
has also developed and 
delivered a number of in-
service training courses and 
mentoring programs both in 
the UK and abroad. She has 
been a Cambridge CELTA 
assessor for over 16 years. 
Nicky worked at Action 
English for many years and 
she has been a Main Course 
Tutor on our CELTA courses 
since January 2017.

She has been lucky to work 
in Turkey, Thailand, Egypt, 
Ukraine, Russia, Ireland 
and many more interesting 
and challenging training 
contexts, and is currently 
developing her writing 
style for EFL blogs and 
magazines.
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Our location 
CES Leeds is located in the very centre of 
Leeds, 5 minutes’ walk away from the station 
and the shopping precincts, in our own 
beautiful double-fronted Georgian building. The 
school has 10 large, refurbished classrooms, 
a large students’ room, a computer room/self-
access centre, fibre optic internet connection 
and good WiFi throughout the building.

Our location

 A city full of life, laughs & learning. 
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Full Time Course Details 2019
Course Dates C1 January 21st - February 15th

C2 March 11th - April 5th

C3 May 2nd - May 31st

C4 June 17th - July 12th

C5 August 2nd - 31st August

C6 October 7th - November 2nd

C7 November 11th - December 13th

Course Times Monday - Friday 09.00 - 17.00

Online Course Details 2019 
Course Dates January 28th - May 14th (20 weeks*)

August 5th - December 20th (20 weeks*)
*Teaching Practice  for the online course will take place at 
school every Tuesday evening, throughout the entire course.

Course Times Teaching Practice every Tuesday 17.30 - 21.00

Full-time and Online Course Details 2019
Course Fee £1370 (inclusive of the Cambridge fee, course material 

and £50 registration fee)

Deposit £300

Entry Requirements The minimum age is 18 although it is generally 
recommended that you are aged 20 or over.

A degree is preferred as some countries require a 
degree for visa purposes. If you don’t have a degree, 
then you should have a standard of education that would 
allow entry into Higher Education. You should have an 
awareness of language and a competence in both written 
and spoken English that enables you to follow the course 
and complete the assignments set throughout the course. 
Non-native speakers are required to have a competency 
level of English of C1/2 and certification of this should be 
provided (e.g. Cambridge Proficiency Exam or IELTS 8.0)

Course Details
In 2019 we are running 7 Full-time CELTA courses and 2 Online CELTA courses.

For more information on our CELTA course please read below or send an email to 
celtaleeds@ces-schools.com
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Frequently asked questions

What can I do with a CELTA?
The CELTA enables the bearer to teach English as a foreign language both in the UK 
and abroad and is often the minimum requirement sought by employers. A CELTA 
qualification is required if you wish to teach in a British Council accredited school.

How long does the course take?
The full-time course: The full-time course is a minimum of 120 contact hours and 
runs for four weeks. You attend the school from 09.00 to 17.00 and then spend most 
evenings preparing lessons for the following day. Assignments are generally completed 
at weekends; therefore you will spend a substantial amount of time working on course 
matters outside of course hours.

The online course: The online course is part-time and runs over 15 weeks. You will 
study aspects of teaching English language online and come to the school on 10 
occassions for face-to-face teaching practice.

Do I need to be able to speak a foreign language?
No, but it can help you if you have an awareness of another language.

Do I need to have previous teaching experience?
No. The CELTA course is designed as a pre-service course for people with no previous 
teaching experience. It is also a popular course with those who have a PGCE and 
experience in the state sector but who are looking for a change of direction.

What does the course content consist of? 
On both the full-time and the online courses, input sessions are devoted to methodology, 
language awareness, phonology, and lesson preparation. On the online course, these are 
studied online. It is a Cambridge requirement that you observe 6 hours of classes with 
qualified teachers (a mixture of live teaching and videoed lessons) and have 6 hours of 
observed teaching practice. Teaching practice normally takes place in the afternoons 
and by the end of the course you will have taught two or three levels of students.
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How much is the course?
£1370 (inclusive of the Cambridge fee) plus £50 

registration fee.

What type of student will I be 
teaching?
The community. Classes are made up of refugees, 
asylum-seekers, spouses of full-time overseas 
students, and European students who are working in 
Leeds, e.g. in bars, restaurants or hotels and they are 
delighted to attend these classes taught by you and observed by tutors.

Is there an examination at the end?
No. You are assessed on 2 components: your teaching practice and written assignments. 
Cambridge has a set of criteria for each component that you must meet to get the 
certificate. Towards the end of the course an external assessor comes in to moderate the 
course and to ensure that assessment is carried out consistently. You will have at least 
two tutorials during which you will be given an indication of your progress to date.

Is it easy to find a job?
It is more difficult to find a full-time job in Britain, except in the summer months when 
there are many summer schools operating in Leeds and the rest of Britain - particularly 
in the London area. We therefore recommend that you look abroad for your first job 
after the course. During the course information will be available to assist you in finding 
employment.

Can I get financial assistance for the course?
Some job centres may be able to give you a grant but you will have to contact them 
yourself. The British Council also periodically gives grants to recent graduates to do a 
CELTA course so visit their site and find out more.

“Great course, great 
tutors. A steep learning 

curve for me but the 
tutors really helped me 
throughout the course. 

What a supportive team!” 
Saddiq,

2017



Application

How do I apply? 
Please complete the enclosed application form 
and pre-interview task and return it to: 

 Aidan Curley 
 Centre of English Studies 
 9 Park Place 
 Leeds 
 LS1 2RU 

Alternatively you can email the form to: 

CELTALeeds@ces-schools.com 

If your application meets the requirements we 
will invite you to attend an interview. These 
interviews are usually conducted in groups (or a 
Skype interview can be arranged if a candidate 
lives far away) and short tasks are set to assess a 
candidate’s suitability. In most cases the decision 
to accept or reject a candidate is made at the end 
of the interview.

If accepted, you will be asked to pay a deposit of 
£300 to secure your place. This deposit is non-
refundable. The balance of the fees is due a week 
before the start date.

Should a candidate drop out of the course at any 
stage or fail to achieve their CELTA accreditation 
there will be no refund of fees.

Centre of
English Studies

Centre of
English Studies


